FOIA FACTS ABOUT THE
OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR GENERAL

This information is being provided in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (5 ILCS
140/3 and 140/4) and the Auditor General's implementing rules (2 1ll.Adm.Code 601).

Office Mission and Responsibilities

The mission of the Office of the Auditor General is to assist the General Assembly in achieving
oversight of State government and improvement in audited agency operations by:

-- Performing objective audits and evaluations of agency programs and operations;

-- Providing useful information generated by such audits and evaluations to the General
Assembly, the Governor and other concerned parties;

-- Offering recommendations to bring governmental operations into conformity with
applicable laws and regulations; and

-- Providing information to the General Assembly for its use in evaluating agency and
program performance and in making informed policy decisions.

The most important and formal manner in which we interact with the General Assembly is through
the Legislative Audit Commission. Every report we issue is reviewed by the Commission. Many
reviews involve public hearings in which all involved parties are permitted to appear. The
members of the Legislative Audit Commission are appointed by the Speaker of the House and the
President of the Senate. Membership is divided equally between both the political parties and the
houses of the General Assembly. Members as of July 21, 2025, are:

Senate Members House Members
Sen. Chris Balkema

Sen. Laura Ellman

Sen. Chapin Rose, Co-Chair
Sen. Doris Turner

Sen. Celina Villanueva

Sen. Craig Wilcox

Rep. Amy Elik

Rep. Marcus C. Evans, Jr

Rep. Charles Meier

Rep. Natalie A. Manley

Rep. Kyle Moore

Rep. Robert “Bob” Rita, Co-Chair

The Auditor General also acts as Chairman of the Legislative Travel Control Board. The
Legislative Travel Control Board has jurisdiction over travel by employees of the General
Assembly, legislative boards and commissions, the Office of the Auditor General and all
legislative agencies. By statute, the Board consists of the following members serving ex-officio:

Auditor General, Chairman

President of the Senate

Minority Leader of the Senate

Speaker of the House of Representatives
Minority Leader of the House of Representatives

Any member may appoint a designee to serve in his or her place at any or all meetings of the
Board.



Organizational Structure

The Auditor General maintains offices in Springfield and Chicago. As of June 30, 2025, the Office
employed 75 staff. Our FY26 budget, as provided in Public Act 104-003, totals $44,212,488. The
following chart illustrates the Office's basic organizational structure:
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As shown in the above chart, the Office has been organized into two audit divisions:

e The Financial/Compliance Audit Division conducts financial audits and compliance
examinations of each State agency at least once every two years. Some agencies are
audited annually. Other responsibilities include: the audit of the State’s Annual
Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR) prepared by the State Comptroller; a review of
the State’s centralized accounting system; single audits of federally funded programs; and
review of the information system/cybersecurity controls of State agencies.

e The Performance Audit Division conducts performance audits as directed by the General

Assembly. Performance audits include management audits, which are also called economy
and efficiency audits, and program audits.

Categories of Public Records

The following represents primary categories of public records immediately available from the
Office on our website at www.auditor.illinois.gov:



e Audit Reports. Report digests (summaries) and full audit reports of released audits are
available on our website. The full text of an older audit not available on-line can be
obtained by contacting our Office at the contact information listed below.

e Auditor General's Quarterly Report. The Illinois State Auditing Act (30 ILCS 5/3-15)
requires the Auditor General to submit a quarterly report on the operations of the Office to
the Legislative Audit Commission. Copies of the quarterly reports are available on our
website.

e Auditor General's Annual Report. The Illinois State Auditing Act (30 ILCS 5/3-15)
requires the Auditor General to submit an annual report summarizing all audits produced
during the preceding year. The report is distributed to the Legislative Audit Commission,
the General Assembly, the Governor and the public by March 1 of each year and is
available on our website.

e Audit Advisories. Annually, the Auditor General's Office produces and distributes an
Audit Advisory designed to share information that may help agency directors, fiscal staff
and internal auditors improve State agency operations. Copies of annual Audit Advisories
are available on our website.

e Legislative Travel Control Board meeting minutes. The Board generally meets on a
quarterly basis. Recent meeting minutes are available on the website, along with the
current Legislative Travel Control Board Travel Guide. Other documents, such as travel
vouchers and exception listings, are available upon request.

Other categories of public records that will be made available upon request include the following:

e Emergency Purchase Statements. The Illinois Procurement Code (30 ILCS 500/20-30 (c))
requires agencies expending funds in an emergency to file a statement with the Auditor
General within 10 days after the procurement, setting forth the amount expended, the name
of the contractor, and the circumstances requiring the emergency purchase.

e Late Filing Affidavits. The Illinois Procurement Code (30 ILCS 500/20-80 (c)) states when
a contract liability exceeding $20,000 is incurred by a State agency, a copy of the contract,
purchase order, or lease shall be filed with the State Comptroller within 30 days. If not
filed within 30 days of execution, the State agency must file an affidavit with the State
Comptroller and the Auditor General setting forth an explanation why the contract liability
was not filed in a timely manner in order for the State Comptroller to issue payment.

e Fiscal Control and Internal Auditing Certifications. The Fiscal Control and Internal
Auditing Act (30 ILCS 10/3003) requires the chief executive officer of each State agency
to file with the Auditor General a certification stating whether the systems of internal fiscal
and administrative controls of the State agency fully comply with the requirements of the
Act. If the systems do not fully comply with the requirements of the Act, the certification
shall include a report describing any material weaknesses in the systems of internal fiscal
and administrative controls. The certification must include the plans and schedule for
correcting the weaknesses or a statement of the reasons why the weaknesses cannot be
corrected.

e Miscellaneous documents produced by the Office for administrative, training and audit
related purposes.

Process for Obtaining Public Records

The Freedom of Information Act sets forth permissible charges for public records (5 ILCS 140/6
(b)). Generally, the first 50 pages of black and white copies are free. Additional pages may be
charged at the rate of 15 cents per page. For color copies or abnormal size copies, requesters may
be charged the actual cost of copying. Charges may be waived when in the public interest.



Requests for public records may be submitted by mail, e-mail, hand delivery or facsimile,
directed to the FOIA Officer, as follows:

FOIA Officer

Office of the Auditor General
400 West Monroe St., Suite 306
Springfield, Illinois 62704
(217) 782-6046 (phone)

(888) 261-2887 (TTY)

(217) 785-8222 (facsimile)
audgen@auditor.illinois.gov

The request should include a description of the public records being sought, with as much
specificity as possible. The Office must respond to a request for public records within five (5)
business days after receipt of the request, unless the request is made for a commercial purpose or
the timeframe is extended pursuant to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act. A
requester may appeal a denial by seeking a review of the issue by the Public Access Counselor in
the Attorney General's Office at the following address:

Public Access Counselor

Office of the Attorney General

500 S. 2nd St.

Springfield, IL 62701

public.access@ilag.gov

FOIA Hotline: 1-877-299-FOIA (1-877-299-3642)

Requests for review by the Public Access Counselor must be submitted within 60 calendar days
after the date of the final denial. Alternatively, the requestor may file a civil action in the circuit
court pursuant to 5 ILCS 140/11.
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